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R. Aqiba said, “I shall go and inform him.” 
He came to him. 


He said to him, “My lord, my lord, your colleagues are 
excommunicating you.” 


[Eliezer] took him and went outside. [81d] He said, “O carob, carob, if 
the law accords with their view, uproot yourself,” and it did not uproot 
itself. 


“Tf the law is according to my view, uproot yourself,” and it uprooted 
itself. 


“Tf the law is like their view, return [to your place],” and it did not 
return. 


“Tf the law accords with my view, return to your place,” and it 
returned. 


[J] All such praise and the law is not according to R. Eliezer? 


[K] Said R. Hanina, “Once it has been given, it has been given only on 
condition that one follows the majority, even in error.” 


[L] And does R. Eliezer not accept the principle that one follows 
the majority even in error? 


[M] He paid no attention until in his very presence they burned the 
things he had declared clean. 


[N] There we have learned: If he broke it into rings and put 
sand between the rings — 


[O] R. Eliezer declares clean [insusceptible to uncleanness]. 
[P] And sages declare unclean. 
[Q] This is the oven of Hakhinai [M. Kel. 5:10]. 


[R] R. Jeremiah said, “A great tribulation took place on that 
day. Wherever R. Eliezer’s eye looked, it was burned, 
and not only so, but even one grain of wheat — the half 
[that he looked at] was burned, and [the other] half not 
burned.” 


[S] And the columns of the assembly house were shaking. 


[T] R. Joshua said to them, “If the associates are 
contending, what business is it of yours?” 


